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to Destroy America provides exposure to

national strategic thinking at the grandest
level. Employing every available means to achieve
victory over one’s enemy is the focus of this strat-
egy. Building upon Sun Tzu’s principles of war,
this book looks at how technologically superior,
conventionally structured forces can be crippled
and beaten by numerically and/or technologi-
cally inferior military powers through the use of

u nrestricted Warfare: China’s Master Plan

unconventional military and non-military attacks.

Trade War, Financial War, “New Terror War in
Contrast to Traditional Terror War”, and even
Ecological War are concepts now being recog-
nized as viable tools capable of bringing about an
enemy’s defeat.

Chinese military strategists watched the
American-led coalition destroy the fighting ef-
fectiveness of Iraq’s military forces through the
employment of high technology weapon systems
during the 1991 Gulf War. The goal of this sur-
veillance was to identify American strengths and
pinpoint potential weaknesses within the Ameri-
can military system. In this book Colonels Qiao
Liang and Wang Xiangsui present non-military
methods of warfare by which China could negate
America’s overwhelming military/technological
advantage, should they ever face off in a major
conflict.

Western military forces are currently adapt-
ing to training, tactics and force re-structuring
to conduct Military Operations Other Than War
(MOOTW). Unrestricted Warfare describes
how non-military activities can complement
military operations in the achievement of
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strategic objectives. The authors introduce con-
cepts such as: Smuggling Warfare (sabotaging

an enemy’s economy by flooding its markets
with illegal goods), Cultural Warfare (influencing
a targeted country’s cultural biases by imposing
your own cultural viewpoints), Drug Warfare
(supplying illicit drugs to a targeted nation’s
population with the intent of breaking down

the fabric of its society), Media and Fabrication
Warfare (manipulating journalists, through
intimidation or other means, in order to gain
access to another country’s media for the
purposes of imposing your own national perspec-
tives), Environmental Warfare (weakening or
conquering another nation by despoiling its
natural environment), and Resources Warfare
(gaining control of an enemy nation’s scarce or
essential resources and then being able to

control or deny their access and market value).

'This book questions why a nation’s grand
strategy is confined to traditional military think-
ing, when long-term, non-military actions can be
much more productive for achieving the desired
results. The authors present not only possible
targets to be exploited in war, but have identified
potential vulnerabilities within Western society
that must be protected from targeting by an ad-
versary. Unrestricted Warfare: China’s Master Plan
to Destroy America challenges conventional models
of war and the traditional actions of states and
non-state actors. Qiao and Wang provide insight
into what may become the future combat arena. B
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